Results - The Thirty-Eighth NCCC Sprint Ladder 
Competition 


Four of Seven Weeks, 2024 Aug 30 - Oct 11 
Bill Haddon, N6ZFO Director, NCCC Thursday Night Contesting. 


The thirty-eighth NCCC Sprint Ladder competition was exciting, well 
attended and eventful. 


m@ We have now had our thousandth NCCC Sprint Session. 

m There was record high participation with an average of more 
than 45 stations per week 

@ An important first: Two YL’s entered the contest, both 
appearing in four or more of the seven weeks. 

m@ Two major hurricane disasters, Helene in Asheville NC and 
Milton in central Florida did not affect any NS regulars 

m The final session, week seven, co-occurred with a severe G4 
Geomagnetic storm, the first in the history of the contest and 
providing a fascinating propagation experience. 


Scores. Improved propagation saw multiple individual week scores 
exceeding 3,000 points: K7SV, 3,233 (Wk 2); WORE, 3,498 (Wk 2); 
Greg, NA8V, 3186 (Wk 2); K7SS, 3,213 (Wk 1), 3,380 (Wk 2), 3,468 (Wk 
3) and 3,283 (Wk 6). Is a 4,000-pointl score possible? Mike, W9RE’s 
Week 2 score of 3498, highest in NSL 38, was achieved with 66 Q’s and 
53 multipliers. Five more QSO’s and four additional multipliers would 
give score of 4,047, thus keeping the about the same ratio of 
multipliers to QSO’s in our five-band thirty minute contest structure. 


Top-scoring ops in the five divisions of the contest were the usual 
suspects, with no surprises or close races occurring: Atlantic Division: 
K7SV, Lar with 11,577 points. Howie, N4AF in second place with 
10,170 points. East Central Division: Mike, W9RE, 11,562 points, with 
Greg, NA8V, fairly close behind at 10,524.In the NCCC: Our usual 
winner, Dave, WD6T, using the N6RO superstation, outscored Bill, 


N6ZFO by almost 2,000 points with a 9,398 total. West Central 
Division: As usual, Art, KZ5D with 9,436 total points by a wide margin 
over NOAT. West Division: Of course, it’s Danny, K7SS with 13,344 
total points in the contest, the highest over-all score. 


Participation. In total, seventy stations participated, representing 69 
different ops (NOAC appeared with two separate calls, NOAC and 
WIOWA). Participation was over forty every week, ranging from fifty in 
the week before the NC} CW Sprint and a low of 41 in the last week, 
despite the severe geomagnetic storm co-occurring. 


We were delighted, honored and honestly surprised to have our first 
YL’s in the contest, Cathy, WA4CMG, and Amanda, KY4IG. Both are 
outstanding, committed and multi-talented contesting enthusiasts, and 
both are FOC members. I’m setting a goal now of two or three 
additional YL’s and the establishment of a YL division for the contest 
for Ladder 39. Please join me in welcoming both to the NS and NS 
Ladder. Contrary to what you might think, Amanda is NOT a girl scout 
from Kentucky. In fact she was raised on a farm in South Carolina, and 
now lives there with her OM, who is, | believe, a public defender in 
southern South Carolina. Importantly, the SC multiplier is back after 
the very sad loss of W40C, who provided us with SC for many years. 


| won't try to mention all our new participants, except to mention 
VE6RST, who provides the, for us, novel AB section multiplier. Max 
finds his north QTH a bit challenging in NS. We of course hope he 
continues. And AJ, NK4O is continues to provide our Florida QSO 
regularly and | continue to be amazed by our 0.5 watt contribution 
from John, N6HI. At 23 dB down from the 100-watt competition, John 
is has amazing talent for edging out QSO’s. 


Hurricanes. Tragically devastating hurricanes, Helene and Milton 
occurred during the ladder in the South, but fortunately did not 
adversely affect our NS crew. Perhaps the closest call to disaster, 
given both the hurricane and coincident multiple tornadoes in Florida 
would be AJ, NK4O. AJ was, fortunately spared, but the event certainly 
gives us pause to think about, and perhaps contribute to victims of the, 
possibly global warming-caused, weather events. In 1964 prior to 
graduate school at Purdue | lived through a magical summer in a small 


cabin a few miles east of Asheville, operating as K6OPI/4. My friends 
there were spared in the current disaster. 


Week Seven - The G4 Geomagnetic Storm. A coronal mass 
ejection event (CME) occurred a few days prior to our concluding 
ladder session, and its arrival as a so-called Carrington storm co-incited 
with the NS Week 7 session. The figure show that the estimated Kp 
index from NOAA data reached the Kp=9 level during the NS. 


In the results table, look at the last column, which gives the ratio of the 
reported Wk. 7 score to the average score for the entire ladder as a 
percent. These are striking data: north latitude stations were, or 
course, most negatively affected - the scores of K7SS, NOAT, K8CN and 
VE6RST are examples, among many. Scores from some stations 
appeared to be un-affected - for example NCCC participants achieved 
an average of about 80 percent of their average scores. But look at 
the results for K4BAI, NK40, and Dale, KG5U, whose scores may have 
been higher than expected. On the other hand, Lar, K7SV in the mid- 
latitude state of VA, along with Bill, W2RQ, Tim, N3QE, and Al, W1F} 
Saw only a slight score reduction. To some extent, the small reductions 
they saw may just reflect the slightly lower participation (41 stations 
instead of the expected 45 or so). 


One of the largest increased scores, as noted, was KG5U. Dale always 
has a good, readable signal in CA, but on Thursday it had outstanding 
strength... Max, VE6RST, complained of great difficulty, reflected in his 
score, but here in CA he, on 15 and 20m, was maybe 15 dB stronger 
than I’ve heard him previously. Ed, Al6O noted in his 3830scores.com 
report, that few CQ’s were answered. Yet on 80m, amazingly, | worked 
Ed easily for the MO multiplier. The extreme fluttering on the signals 
was notable. 


VE9AA provided a stunning photograph of the auroral display in New 
Brunswick, as shown in the Figure. Others commented on their local 
colorful skies; but here in N. Cal there was only a modest red glow 
around 0300 -- uninteresting compared to the spectacular May 
Northern Light display here. In any case the Week 7 session was 
probably the most unusual in our twenty+ year history of the contest. 


Thanks. As always, we thank Bruce WA7BNM for the 3830scores.com 
postings and N1SFE, at ARRL, for featuring the ladder in his ARRL 
weekly contest newsletter. 


